


















Japan’s Policies on Foreign Residents
in the Era of Declining Presence of Japanese Descent from Latin America








In this paper, the authors discuss about the desired new stage of social integration policy in Ja-
pan. The current policy has been established principally in accordance with the rapid increase of
Japanese descents from Latin America since 1990 but their presence in the foreign workers/resi-
dents category has been drastically declined since the Global Financial Crisis in 2008. The recent
movement we can observe in the government that is conducting a study on a solid Japanese lan-
guage education system for foreigners can build a momentum which will lead the new integra-
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2005 349,804 1,906,689 18.3
2006 394,477 1,989,864 19.8
2007 439,757 2,069,065 21.3
2008 492,056 2,144,682 22.9
2009 533,472 2,125,571 25.1
2010 565,089 2,087,261 27.1
2011 598,440 2,047,349 29.2
2012 624,501 2,033,656 30.7
2013 655,315 2,066,445 31.7
2014 677,019 2,121,831 31.9
2015 700,500 2,232,189 31.4
2016 727,111 2,382,822 30.5
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